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Harry Watts Academy - Curriculum Intent   

The curriculum at Harry Watts Academy is based on the understanding that each child and young 

person with autism may see the world and learn in a very different way. We therefore have a 

commitment to personalise the curriculum to the unique qualities and needs of each pupil, and a 

teaching and learning approach that is flexible and informed by specialist knowledge of the strengths 

and difficulties associated with autism in general.  We recognise that there are many different ways 

of helping children and young people with autism to learn and achieve and therefore use a range of 

approaches, or a combination of approaches, to respond to the individual needs of each pupil.  The 

curriculum at Harry Watts Academy respects and reflects The National Curriculum through the 

teaching of the full range of subjects but allows space and time for the careful integration of autism 

specific approaches, therapies and interventions.  

At Harry Watts Academy, we are committed to each pupil receiving high quality first teaching and a  

bespoke curriculum which meets their needs. Our aims are to provide a foundation curriculum through 

a topic-based approach that:  



  

• Gives our pupils richer learning experiences through a breadth of creative, cross-curricular 

links and cultural experiences whilst promoting a development of subject specific skills and 

knowledge  

• Gives our pupils a curriculum that respects and reflects the National Curriculum but allows 

space and time for personalised, wider and holistic curriculum, through the use of autism 

specific approaches, therapies and interventions  

• Gives our school staff opportunities of ownership, collaboration and creativity as well as 

improved staff well-being  

  

Our curriculum philosophy has a focus on nurturing the whole individual.  We offer a curriculum which 

allows our pupils to develop the knowledge, skills, and character required to move on to the next 

phase of their education and life.  We ensure our curriculum is challenging, yet inclusive, so that all 

can work hard to fulfil their potential, regardless of background or starting point and strive to ensure 

that disadvantage of any kind is not a barrier to pupils achieving success.  

  

At the centre of this philosophy is a commitment to the health and well-being of our pupil community; 

we believe that it is of paramount importance to the physical, mental and emotional health of our 

pupils that individuals feel they are making progress and attaining at an appropriate level.  

  

At Harry Watts Academy some content of the National Curriculum may be inaccessible or irrelevant to 

pupils, wherever possible it will be the aim of teaching to make learning meaningful and relevant to 

pupils and will therefore need to be continuously evolving and adapting. Depending on the needs of 

the individual, an informal, semi-formal and/or formal route through the curriculum will be taken. All 

routes will participate in the topic ‘themes’ at an appropriate level.  

  

Taken from ‘Harry Watts Academy Curriculum Policy‘  

Discover pathway:  

The discover pathway is our formal learning pathway for pupils engaged in subject specific 

learning, but working significantly below age related expectations. On the discovery 

pathway, pupils will complete more structured ‘taught’ lessons in different traditional 

subject areas such as history, computing and science. Although this pathway is more 

‘subkect specific’, it is highly differentiated to meet the needs of the pupils.   

  

Intent  

The discover curriculum recognises that students have a range of needs and requires access 

to specialist provision which is made available through a carefully planned curriculum, for 

example bespoke Social Communication sessions. The curriculum is designed to provide 



adequate time for practice to embed the students’ knowledge, understanding and skills. 

Planning ensures that communication, reading, writing numeracy and social skills are 

embedded throughout the curriculum. Our emphasis on ‘learning through’ other subject 

areas allows pupils to transfer skills, for example horticulture to transfer numeracy problem 

solving skills as well as working with others and developing independence. Staff teams 

identify students who might be falling behind and look at how any issues can be addressed 

e.g. use of an intervention, pastoral involvement etc. Thinking and Problem Solving is 

fundamental for our students, it is not taught as an isolated scheme of work, but in 

everything we do and all learning should be regarded as an opportunity for thinking and 

problem solving.  

Curriculum implementation:  

At Harry Watts Academy, we start by looking at each students ‘barrier to learning’ as 

detailed in their Education Health Care Plans. We then ‘hook’ the curriculum around these 

identified barrier, which could include:   

• Cognition – thinking and learning   

• Communication difficulties – all students have a diagnosis of Autism, so have 

difficulties communicating and socialising.   

• Sensory Processing – some pupils have significant sensory integration difficulties. 

They may experience both hyper (over) and hypo (under) sensitivities throughout the 

day.   

• Generalisation – difficulty transferring a skill across a range of contexts.   

• Working Memory- Could hold fewer words, numbers and ideas at any one time and 

will find holding instructions difficult to recall.   

• Problem Solving – acting upon understanding.   

• Environmental – students may have family circumstances or expectations that 

impact negatively upon their learning.   

• Social and emotional issues resulting in low confidence and self-esteem.   

• Attendance - Some children’s attendance is low which will impact on their learning.  

• Medical needs – some students have significant medical needs which impacts on 

their ability to learn.  

  

We are committed to ensuring that the curriculum is engaging, motivating and challenging. 

Students are provided with opportunities to embed new skills across a range of cross 

curricular subjects. Students are encouraged to be self- motivated in their learning. Peer 

scaffolding is an important strategy by which peers model the problem solving then step back 

and offer support as needed. Our formal teaching spaces are laid out to support the range of 

needs within the environment. Visual structures to support the student’s communication and 

working memory needs are used throughout. Many of the students need structure, routine 

and certainty in their learning, however opportunities that encourage them to think and 

problem solve as independently as possible are incorporated into their daily structure. In 

order to implement the curriculum which is right for our student’s staff knowledge and 

understanding is crucial. We strive to ensure that all staff have a full understanding of the 



teaching strategies needed to overcome barriers to learning. All staff need to have a full 

understanding of ‘what’ and ‘how’ they want students to learn through the implementation 

of a personalised approach planned with the use of rigorous assessment and evidencing. 

Throughout the formal curriculum there is a selection of reading scheme books, including Lift 

off, Rocket phonics, Comet street kids and Galaxy which gives a range of fiction and nonfiction 

texts. There can be many factors as to why a student might be on a particular reading book, 

including level of reading ability, comprehension skills, and interests. Due to the complex 

needs of some of our students they may not simply progress through the reading scheme in 

a sequential way. Our approach to reading includes the wider world, environment and life 

skills. Using a cross curricular approach students are encouraged to explore a range of reading 

materials, including books, leaflets magazines and I.T.   

Curriculum impact:   

Continuous assessment forms an integral part of keeping individual learners as our core 

focus. This means that from the day we meet them to the day they leave our school; their 

learning will be completely personalised to their needs. We will endeavour to ensure 

learners make high levels of progress at each stage of their education in their academic 

attainment, emotional, functional and life skills progress. Summative and formative 

assessment is used to ensure that a student’s progress and needs are reflected within their 

personalised learning. At Harry Watts Academy, we use BSquared Progression steps (3+) as 

one way to assess our formal students. Effective in-school summative assessment enables 

teaching staff to evaluate learning at the end of a unit or period and the impact of their own 

teaching, developing and refining where required. The Academy holds standardisation 

meetings across the year including internal and external moderations whereby staff and 

leadership are able to validate their judgement and the different assessments used. 

Formative Assessment is assessment for learning and focuses on improving teaching and 

learning for all students. This is an ongoing process, it helps to form the story of why the 

practitioners have made judgments based against EHCP’s and teacher assessments. This in 

turn helps to reflect personalised targets. Teaching staff identify how pupils are performing 

on a continuing basis and to use this information to provide appropriate support or 

extension, evaluate teaching and plan future lessons. We also ensure that our discover 

pathway students gain an understanding of how well they are achieving towards their 

targets and how they can improve on this. Pupils (as with our other pathways) have 

personalised learning maps which are set half termly and linked to their key milestones 

from their EHCP outcomes, academic challenge and preparation for adulthood. Parents are 

kept informed about the achievement, progress and wider outcomes of their child across a 

period, constant open communication via phone and class dojo along with more formal 

methods such as parent evenings and through EHCP (Education Health Care Plans). All 

assessment is designed to improve both pupil progress and the effectiveness of the staff 

team in meeting the pupil’s needs. Thus helping to provide a robust and accurate system for 

monitoring pupil progress and attainment. Data is collected three times a year to ensure 

that pupil progress is timely and allow any interventions to take place. Additionally should a 

pupil exceed expectation they can be challenged further.   

Assessment:  



Assessment is tracked and monitored in a variety of ways. Our pupils make progress in a  

variety of ways, not all which can be tracked and assessed using just one system. Pupils on 

the engagement pathway are assessed using the following;  

• BSquared Engagement Steps (3+)  

• Learning Maps   

• EHCP targets   

• Case studies   

• Attendance   

• Thrive 



Progress meeting – Discover pathway (F)  
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