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Engage Pathway 



Harry Watts Academy - Curriculum Intent  
The curriculum at Harry Watts Academy is based on the understanding that each child and young 

person with autism may see the world and learn in a very different way. We therefore have a 

commitment to personalise the curriculum to the unique qualities and needs of each pupil, and a 

teaching and learning approach that is flexible and informed by specialist knowledge of the strengths 

and difficulties associated with autism in general.  We recognise that there are many different ways 

of helping children and young people with autism to learn and achieve and therefore use a range of 

approaches, or a combination of approaches, to respond to the individual needs of each pupil.  The 

curriculum at Harry Watts Academy respects and reflects The National Curriculum through the 

teaching of the full range of subjects but allows space and time for the careful integration of autism 

specific approaches, therapies and interventions. 

At Harry Watts Academy, we are committed to each pupil receiving high quality first teaching and a 

bespoke curriculum which meets their needs. Our aims are to provide a foundation curriculum 

through a topic-based approach that: 

 

 Gives our pupils richer learning experiences through a breadth of creative, cross-curricular 

links and cultural experiences whilst promoting a development of subject specific skills and 

knowledge 

 Gives our pupils a curriculum that respects and reflects the National Curriculum but allows 

space and time for personalised, wider and holistic curriculum, through the use of autism 

specific approaches, therapies and interventions 

 Gives our school staff opportunities of ownership, collaboration and creativity as well as 

improved staff well-being 

 

Our curriculum philosophy has a focus on nurturing the whole individual.  We offer a curriculum which 

allows our pupils to develop the knowledge, skills, and character required to move on to the next 

phase of their education and life.  We ensure our curriculum is challenging, yet inclusive, so that all 

can work hard to fulfil their potential, regardless of background or starting point and strive to ensure 

that disadvantage of any kind is not a barrier to pupils achieving success. 

At the centre of this philosophy is a commitment to the health and well-being of our pupil community; 

we believe that it is of paramount importance to the physical, mental and emotional health of our 

pupils that individuals feel they are making progress and attaining at an appropriate level. 

At Harry Watts Academy some content of the National Curriculum may be inaccessible or irrelevant 

to pupils, wherever possible it will be the aim of teaching to make learning meaningful and relevant 

to pupils and will therefore need to be continuously evolving and adapting. Depending on the needs 

of the individual, an informal, semi-formal and/or formal route through the curriculum will be taken. 

All routes will participate in the topic ‘themes’ at an appropriate level. 

 

Taken from ‘Harry Watts Academy Curriculum Policy’. 

 



Engage Pathway: 

For children and young people on the Engage curriculum pathway, we want to create 

inquisitive and engaged learners, through a range of motivating and exciting learning and 

life experiences. The Engage Pathway is based upon the principles of The Engagement 

Model and The Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum. 

The 5 areas of engagement are: 

 Initiation 

 Persistence 

 Exploration 

 Anticipation 

 Realisation 

 

The 5 areas of engagement are not hierarchical, so there is no expectation that pupils need 

to demonstrate progress in all 5 areas. The different areas provide the scaffolding to enable 

pupils to develop new skills and their understanding of different concepts. 

From the Early years Foundation Stage, we bring through the 7 areas of learning to develop 

early skills and set the foundation for future learning and development. The areas of 

learning are: 

 communication and language 

 physical development 

 personal, social and emotional development 

 literacy 

 mathematics 

 understanding the world 

 expressive arts and design 

 

The Engage curriculum pathway allows children and young people who are not yet engaged 

in subject specific study to access stimuli and activities on a similar theme as their peers, 

whilst focusing on their cognitive, physical, social, and emotional development – the 

foundations for all learning. 

Intent 

Our curriculum intention is to support, nurture and encourage children’s individualism 

through a child centred, personalised curriculum. Communication and independence is 

encouraged and celebrated with all pupils within class, through a structured learning 

environment with communication and transactional supports that each individual child 

needs to thrive. 



Long term goals and targets are broken down into chunked learning steps, with SMART 

targets, ensuring that each target is achievable and meaningful for the child. Motivators and 

interests are used to encourage and engage in the learning environment. 

Learning activities and opportunities are developed and implemented based on WHY the 

learner needs to experience it, for example, is it meaningful to the learner?  

Curriculum implementation: 

The implementation of the Engagement pathway has a large focus on child-led learning and 

active engagement of the learning environment. This is often completed through themed 

continuous provision and topic based learning. This is because of the nature of the learners 

within class, they often struggle to accept many work tasks that would be seen as “formal”.  

A priority of the engagement pathway is to build a sense of trust with the pupils and to learn 

the routine of “work – play”. Child-led learning is completed within the continuous 

provision, where staff are able to explain, model, scaffold and encourage practice of skills 

whilst interacting with pupils.  

We encourage group work and circle time tasks with class, when they are meaningful and to 

give the pupils a sense of belonging with a group. This is often completed through circle 

times, sensory stories and attention autism, which gives our engagement pathway learners 

an opportunity to be a part of a group and be aware of other children within their class. We 

have a lot of sensory exploration time, where individual targets can be worked on, such as 

the formal learners completing CVC spelling whilst painting on trays, meanwhile the pre-

formal learners are encouraged to mark make.  

A large part of the engagement pathways curriculum intention is Communication. This links 

directly to individual communication targets which are tracked using our own bespoke 

‘communication tracker’. We have a total communication approach within this pathway, 

using Voice, PECS, Makaton and Objects of Reference and Intensive Interaction. 

Furthermore, we have a large focus on sensory regulation and mutual regulation within 

class.  

Curriculum impact:  

The curriculum impact is a mixture of both formal and summative approaches. If a pupil is 

completing a focused learning task, staff are able to observe how the pupil has completed it, 

such as how much support they have required. This is often completed on many occasions, 

with a change of resources to check for generalisation of skill, as well as tested in an 

abstract form, to evaluate if our formal learners are able to generalise the concrete skill to 

an abstract skill. The 9 levels of achievement (as seen below) is often used for our 

engagement pathway pupils, where their steps of progress are smaller. These levels of 

achievement allow us to celebrate the small steps that our pre-formal learners take. Parents 

are kept informed about the achievement, progress and wider outcomes of their child 

across a period, constant open communication via phone and class dojo along with more 

formal methods such as parent evenings and through EHCP (Education Health Care Plans). 



Assessment: 

Assessment is tracked and monitored in a variety of ways. Our pupils make progress in a 

variety of ways, not all which can be tracked and assessed using just one system. Pupils on 

the engagement pathway are assessed using the following; 

 Harry Watts Communication tracker  

 BSquared Engagement Steps (9 levels of achievement)  

 Learning Maps  

 EHCP targets  

 Case studies  

 Attendance  

 

B Squared 9 levels of achievement.  

Encounter (N) 
 

The pupil was in the room when it happened, they show no 
awareness or acknowledgement of the task going on. This could be 
for many reasons 

Awareness (A) 
 

The pupil is aware that there is something going on, depending on 
the level of the pupil, it could be a brief change in facial expression 
or a glance over while they are involved in their own activity 

Attention and Response 
(R) 
 

The pupils is now listening or aware of what is going on and may 
react to events. Depending on the level of the pupil, could be a 
smile as something happens or a vocalization. 

Engagement (E) 
 

The pupils is now involved ready to join in, again depending on the 
level will depend on how it is used, it could be use as full physical 
support, or it could be full verbal prompting, imitating etc. 

Participation (P) 
 

There is not a large change from Engagement, but it could be the 
pupil being more cooperative, even leading the activity with slightly 
physical support. If using verbal prompting, the amount of 
prompting is reduced 

Involvement (I) 
 

The pupil is more involved, they may need no physical support, 
perhaps a nudge or point to start them. With prompting, they again 
may only need a few words to help them achieve 

Gaining Skills and 
Understanding (U) 
 

This is where you are giving the pupil the chance to do it on their 
own, no physical support and only minimal prompt, they may only 
need a couple of prompts to get them started or to make sure they 
complete the task. The pupil may even achieve the task, but cannot 
repeat the achievement or you think it has to be done a particular 
way. 

Mastered (M) 
 

You are confident the pupil can achieve the skill, they have 
demonstrated the skill a number of times.. 

Confirmed (C) 
 

This is optional and to the computer has the same effect as 
mastered. Schools can use confirmed in different ways, the most 
common is if a different teacher has seen the pupil achieve the skill, 
another use that is becoming popular is marking it confirmed when 
there is evidence showing the achievement. The school also uses 
the commenting function to give a link to where the evidence is. 



Progress meeting – Engage Pathway (PF/EYFS) 
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Pupil Intervention  
(for any pupil not making expected progress, these must be detailed below)  

  

  

  


