
Harry Watts Academy - Remote education provision: 
information for parents  

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or 

carers about what to expect from remote education where national or local restrictions 

require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home.  

For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, please see the 

final section of this page. 

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home 

A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our 

standard approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of 

remote teaching. 

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the 
first day or two of pupils being sent home? 

 

In the first two days, we will initially ensure that all children are safe and well at home. 

Communication will be made with parents/carers to identify any issues they foresee 

and check what resources they have at home. A limited amount of school devices are 

available for loan if required. The staff team will create and share resources to 

support with communicating the closure to the child. This may be in the version of 

social stories, videos or video calls. The main priority is to ensure the child is 

regulated due to the change in routine.  

We will ensure children that are entitled to FSM are set up for receiving vouchers. 
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Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be 
taught broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in 
school? 

 

Remote teaching and study time each day 

How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each 
day? 

Guidance from the DfE states that there is a minimum amount of time children should 

spend on remote education each day. At Harry Watts Academy and due to the specialist 

nature of our children and the nature of our curriculum, learning does not just take place 

using worksheets and academic tasks. Communication and interaction is a large part of 

our curriculum, therefore we recommend emphasizing this at home. We expect that 

remote education (including remote teaching, communication, interaction, routine, life 

skills and independent work) will take pupils broadly the following number of hours each 

day: 

Key Stage 1 Key Stage 1: 3 hours a day on 

average across the cohort, with less 

for younger children 

 

Key Stage 2 Key Stage 2: 4 hours a day 

 

Key Stage 3 and 4 Key Stages 3 and 4: 5 hours a day 

 

Due to the specialist nature of our curriculum and delivery, there will be changes 
to how your child is taught at school. As far as possible and where appropriate, 
we teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school. However, we have 
needed to make some adaptations in some areas, For example, we are aware 
some parents and carers are not fluent in Makaton or the use of PECS. In this 
case, we will provide PECS’s folders for at home and discuss with parents and 
carers how to use these. We may also provide videos of staff completing the 
morning routine songs along with the Makaton signing. Any physical resources, 
we will aim to provide or suggest suitable replacements that you will find at home. 
For example, a simple recipe for play dough.  

We will send videos and work via the Class Dojo app. Parents and carers are 
asked to send evidence of completed activities and work back to staff using the 
‘Portfolio’ function.  
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Accessing remote education 

How will my child access any online remote education you are 
providing? 

 

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you 
support them to access remote education? 

We recognize that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take 

the following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education: 

 

 

How will my child be taught remotely? 

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely: 

Class Dojo will be the main platform that we will use for remote education and 

communicating with parents and carers. We will also use Zoom for video calls. 

Teachers will share specific apps or programs with individual children based on their 

stage of development and ability.  

At Harry Watts Academy, we have decided to use Class Dojo and Zoom as these 
platforms are easily accessed from a smartphone or tablet and do not need a laptop 
or computer at home. We do have a limited amount of laptops we can supply for 
children to use at home if these are needed. Parents and Carers can contact 
Louise.Hindmarch@HarryWattsAcademy.co.uk for further information.  

 

We have also shared with parents, how to get increased Data allowance on their 
mobile phones. Parents, who feel like they are eligible, are again to contact Louise 
Hindmarch at the email address above, or inform their child’s teacher when they are 
making their initial contact. 

 

We are aware that some people do not have access to printers at home. If any 
parents/carers require printed work, they can inform their child’s class team, who will 
arrange a printed pack to be delivered. In this case, they may be a small delay due to 
Royal Mail delivery timescales. We will provide an envelope to return work, alongside 
a stamp in order for this to be returned to school to be assessed. There will also be 
the opportunity to discuss work set, in the twice-weekly phone calls that staff teams 
are making.   

mailto:Louise.Hindmarch@HarryWattsAcademy.co.uk
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Engagement and feedback 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support 
that we as parents and carers should provide at home? 

 

In this section, please list the range of approaches you use to teach pupils remotely.  

Some examples of remote teaching approaches: 

• pre-recorded videos  

• live teaching (online lessons) 

• live assembly (online) and social activities  

• recorded teaching (e.g. Oak National Academy lessons, video/audio including 
staff completing circle time, reading a book, phonics lesson etc.) 

• printed paper packs produced by teachers (e.g. workbooks, worksheets) 

• textbooks and reading books pupils have at home 

• commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or 
areas, including video clips or sequences 

• specific apps (where appropriate) 

• physical packs of sensory and tactile resources  

Our main priority is the social and emotional wellbeing of all of our pupils. We are 

aware of the significant impact that staying at home can have on our pupils and the 

need for routine. We also understand that some of our pupils see school as school 

and home as home, therefore will not engage with anything school related at home. In 

this instance, the staff team will suggest alternative activity ideas to complete at 

home.  

We expect parents and carers to attempt home learning, where appropriate. We 

expect any work completed, or evidence of work to be submitted via Class Dojo or by 

post.  
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How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and 
how will I be informed if there are concerns? 

 

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments 

for individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked 

automatically via digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many 

others. Our approach to feeding back on pupil work is as follows: 

 

In this section, please set out briefly: 

We will check pupils’ engagement with remote education on a daily basis. We will 
communicate directly with parents and carers via phone calls and Class Dojo. Pupils 
will receive a minimum of two phone calls per week, to discuss engagement, 
wellbeing and to offer additional support and advice.  

If we have concerns about a pupils’ engagement, we will communicate directly with 
parents and carers to see if they need additional support, resources or advice.  

In order to feedback on pupils’ work, we will use Class Dojo along with phone and 
video calls. Extensive written comments are not appropriate for our students; 
therefore, the majority will be verbal. We will also (where appropriate), give 
suggestions to parents and carers for next steps. 
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Additional support for pupils with particular needs 

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional 
support from adults at home to access remote education? 

We recognise that all of our pupils, have special educational needs and disabilities 

(SEND), we are aware that for some pupils, that they may not be able to access remote 

education without support from adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may 

place on families, and we will work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the 

following ways: 

 

Remote education for self-isolating pupils 

Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in 

school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole 

groups. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school. 

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will 
their remote education differ from the approaches described above?  

 

In order to support families, parents and carers will be able to contact their child’s 

staff team along with the Senior Leadership team directly via Class Dojo. Phone calls 

will be made a minimum of twice per week, to offer support, check on wellbeing, 

remote education and welfare.  

We also offer individual, class and full school Zoom calls for our pupils and parents, 

with their class team, based on their individual needs.  

When individual pupils need to self-isolate, we will still provide work via Dojo along 

with the twice-weekly telephone calls. Where appropriate, we may offer full class 

Zoom sessions in order for the child(ren) at home to communicate with their peers. In 

the instance that individual children are at home, we will not be able to offer the same 

volume of video call lessons, however will provide alternative activities.  


